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In 1850, everything changed for Louisiana Freemasons. Gone was the European style of
Freemasonry as practiced by the Grand Lodge of Louisiana since its creation. By force,
Louisiana was made to conform to the style of Masonry used by the rest of the U.S. Grand
Lodges. This 1853 publication by Charles Laffon de Ladebat shows the emotion, frustration,
confusion and pain experienced by the Creole New Orleans Masons as a result of the Masonic
'war' that was inflicted upon them. Contemporary foreword by Jonathan K. Poll. Part of the
Cornerstone Scottish Rite Education Series.



The Schism Between the Scotch & York Ritesby Charles Laffon de Ladébatforeword by
Jonathan K. PollA Cornerstone BookPublished by Cornerstone Book PublishersCopyright ©
2015 & 2020 by Cornerstone Book PublishersAll rights reserved under International and Pan-
American Copyright Conventions. No part of this book may be reproduced in any manner
without permission in writing from the copyright holder, except by a reviewer, who may quote
brief passages in a review.Cornerstone Book PublishersNew Orleans, LAFirst Cornerstone
Edition – 2008Second Cornerstone Edition – 2020This is a facsimile reproduction of the 1853
edition titled:“A Letter to H.R.W. Hill, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Louisiana Concerning
the Schism Between the Scotch & York Rites”The term “Scotch Rite” is an old New Orleans form
of “Scottish Rite.”www.cornerstonepublishers.comMADE IN THE USAForewordThe 1850s were
a dark time for Louisiana Freemasonry. The divisions in the fraternity devolved from
philosophical differences to a bitter, wholly unMasonic war. It was no longer a matter of seeing
another as wrong, but that anyone who thought differently was evil. The divide, as is so often the
case, broke down on lines of ethnicity. English speaking masons who were largely members of
the York Rite, also known as the American Rite, were taking a more nationalistic approach to
how the Fraternity should operate. They were trying to unify American Craft Masonry into a
single homogeneous entity. Their philosophy was that only one Rite should be practiced, the
York Rite, and only one language be spoken in lodge, English. Louisiana presented a problem to
these goals as the state, being a former French colony, had a large French speaking population.
In fact, under the Grand Lodge of Louisiana lodges worked in numerous languages including
French, Spanish, English, Italian, and German. Louisiana also worked no less than three
Masonic Rites. The Grand Lodge and a number of craft lodges worked in the French Rite,
sometimes known as the Modern Rite. There was a healthy community of craft lodges in New
Orleans that worked in the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite Craft Degrees. The Scottish Rite
was known locally by French masons as the Scotch Rite. Of course, many lodges also worked in
the more recently created York Rite.The Grand Lodge of Louisiana’s laissez-faire attitude
towards governing their craft lodges drew the ire of some of the more unyielding York Rite
Masons. Louisiana attempted to appease as many as possible through modest reforms but to no
avail. Matters exploded in 1846 when the Grand Lodge of Mississippi declared that the Grand
Lodge of Louisiana was an irregular body due to their charting of non-York Rite craft lodges.
Mississippi chartered five lodges in the New Orleans area. In 1848 these lodges formed The
Louisiana Grand Lodge of Ancient York Masons. This invading Grand Lodge was swiftly
denounced by the Grand Lodge community as irregular but in-fighting within the recognized and
legitimate Grand Lodge of Louisiana prevented it from mounting an effective resistance. Bowing
to internal and external pressure, the Grand Lodge of Louisiana merged with the Louisiana
Grand Lodge of Ancient York Masons in 1850. This merger was in actuality a takeover of the
Grand Lodge of Louisiana.The New Grand Lodge of Louisiana began enacting policies



designed to purge any non-York Rite craft lodges from the State. It was during this time of great
hostility, pettiness, and infighting that Brother Charles Laffon de Ladébat, a prominent French
mason, sent a letter to the then Grand Master of the newly “unified” Grand Lodge appealing for
peace and an end to the hostilities. Brother Ladébat’s letter, which is the main content of this
book, gives us an important window into the turmoil surrounding this Masonic ‘war.’ Bro. Ladébat
details the absolute loathing and unMasonic conduct being hurled at each side.This letter gives
us insights into our Masonic past and begins to paint a picture of how the Masonic institution,
that we take for granted, was at one time a wholly different system. Despite that this battle was
fought so long ago, it could be said that the same battle is being echoed again and again all the
way to modern day. The same Masonic struggles, particularly in Louisiana but elsewhere as
well, keep recurring. Because our history is seldom taught, certain unfortunate customs and
practices (ones which have nothing to do with the true masonic philosophy) continue to
perpetuate the Masonic tension. Sadly, the troubles of the past keep revisiting us, even though
we don’t recognize them for what they are.By studying our past, we may come to understand our
present. We cannot change the unMasonic conduct of the past, but we can heal the wounds of
the present. If you feel the call of Masonry but see nothing other than what you feel to your
marrow is not Masonry, don’t lose hope. If your attempts to improve the Order are met with the
dreaded, ‘this the way it has always been done,’ then begin digging. Search the past and see just
how it was done. Let this letter of a significant yet imperfect Mason, beseeching his Grand
Master for peace be the beginning of your historical journey. Dig deep and keep digging, and
you will find many in the past who felt the same as you do. Seek out others who also yearn for
something greater from Masonry. Band together and let the tools that Masonry has gifted us be
our guides. Step by step, we can rebuild the damaged walls of our temple. Look to the past to
understand our now and from here we can chart our future.
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Ebook Library Reader, “Someday others will read letters and articles we write or tweet to learn
what it was like in our time. Historical document provides insight into the nature of the times of
the 19th. century in Southern Louisiana at a historic juncture of American Free Masonry. The
topic was heated during the period. The book illustrates some of the emotion that stirred.
Someday others will read letters and articles we write or tweet to learn what it was like in our
time. I recommend it to those who enjoy history or more so to those researching masonic
history.”

Michel Sastre, “A Good , Informative Book. While the "separation" was not truly a "schism", and
the so-called "Scottish Rite" not being Scottish at all, the presentation is good enough to make
the book a necessary addition to any Masonic Brother's library.”

Omar Chávez, “Interesting albeit tiresome read, it has to be read in the context of the writting.
This book is actually a letter sent from the author to the then MWM of the Gran Lodge of
Louisiana.Is kind of hard and tiresome to read because it is is in the context of a specific
situation, how the Continental Freemasonry, from french origin, was overrun by the American
Masonry. Is not the Scottish and York Rite as we know them nowadays in the US.One of the
reason I was interested in this book is because I've learn there are only four lodges in the US
that works the first three degrees of the Scottish rite, one being the author's; in Mexico
something similar happened, but the result was quite the opposite, the immense majority of
lodges works on the the first Scottish degrees and only a handful (just a bit more than 10) the
Blue Lodge Ritual (as its know in the US), or Preston-Webb system, also know in Mexico as York
Rite. With this book I had an idea how this separation happened, it can be traced down since the
separation of French Continental Masonry from the Anglo-Masonry.What is clear in the book is
the frustration and desperation of the author, how the Masonry he knew at the time was being
corner and his rejection to adapt to a new system in every way, since the change of a Gran
Orient to a Grand Lodge to a willingness to discuss political and religious matter openly. Again, I
can image this because I know the Scottish Masonry practiced in Mexico which is similar with
the one the author was a member from.”

John L. Hairston, “Great Read!. The books is an astonishing look into Scotch and York rite in
Louisiana. There is a very intriguing atmosphere in Louisiana concerning Freemasonry and this
book allows the reader to gain insight into the decline of the Scotch Rite, not just in Louisiana,
but the rite as a whole. Great Read!”
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